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_ SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Police are on the cutting edge of 
technology in identifying and re- 
covering stolen property, thanks 
to microscopic identification dots 
invented by a Utah nurse anes- 
thetist. 

The dot, no bigger than the 
head of a pin, was recently used 
in a five-month undercover fenc- 
ing sting in Seattle. 

Using the dots to mark and 
later identify the property, Seat- 
tle police recovered more than 
$160,000 in stolen goods. Five 
people were arrested. 

“We didn’t really know what 
part the dots would or would not 
play, but they ended up being a 
very significant piece of evi- 
dence,’’ said inventor Charles 
Loving. 
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Utahn invented microdot that aids police 


The dots are made of archive- 
quality polyester microfilm. 
Each contains five rows of six- 
digit numbers visible only under 
a microscope. 

After the dots are applied to 
valuable goods, numerical codes 
unique to each customer are 
recorded in the archives of Lov- 
ing’s business, Micro Indicia 
Technologies Inc., based in 
Stansbury Park. 

Loving said a trained techni- 
cian can mark the valuables in 
an average home for about $400. 
The dots are glued to property, 
or tucked into screw holes or 
other small crevices. 

If the property is stolen, it can 
be identified by the numerical 
codes on the dots. The dots also 
can cling to a suspect’s clothing 


ES 


or auto interior, providing evi- 
dence that can link that suspect 
to a particular theft. 

“They're not perfectly 
smooth,” Loving explained. 
“They have a tendency to imbed 
themselves like little Velcro 
hooks. Other than the red-ink 
bombs they put in bank bags, 
this is the only product on the 
market that leaves a trail of 
evidence.” 

Loving said he came up with 
the idea about two years ago 
while driving a lonesome stretch 
of highway outside Tucumcari, 
N.M., on his way home from a 
vacation in Texas. 

“It was running through my 
mind. What's needed? What's a 
needed product? Then 1 thought 
“Theft is a big problem,”” he 
said. 

Not five minutes later, Loving 
dreamed up the microscopic 


dots. 

But it took nearly a year for 
Loving to find a manufacturer to 
create his invention. Ironically, 
Loving found the solution in his 
own back yard — Hybrid Micro- 
graphics, a Utah-based company 
that makes microfilm equipment 
for Kodak. 

The product is sold through 
distributors and should be availa- 
ble in the Salt Lake area within 
45 days, Loving said. . 

The dots have sold well in the 
Northwest, and the product is 
being test marketed in Belgium, 
Luxembourg and the Nether- 
lands. Pacific Rim companies 
also are interested in the prod- 
uct. 

Loving said he believes insur- 
ance companies will eventually 
offer discounts to home and busi- 
ness owners who mark their val- 
uables with the tiny dots. 


16 patents awarded 


By Barton J. Howell 


Eleven inven- 
tions and five 
designs gained 
_ patents. 

Wallace E. 
Trammell, Pro- 
#4 vo. Hyperbaric 
oxygenation ap- 
paratus and 
methods. As- 
signed to Bal- 
lard Medical 
Products, Mid- 
vale. Patent 5,029,579. 

Thomas A. Clark, Midvale. Book 
holder device. Patent 5,029,798. 

William T. Dalebout and S. Ty 
Measom, Logan, and Scott R. Wat- 
terson, River Heights. Adjustable 
incline system for exercise equip- 
ment. Assigned to Proform Fitness 
Products Inc., Logan. Patent 
5,029,801. 

John W. Babcock, Huntsville. A 
soil retaining wall. Assigned to 
Earth Structures Inc., Fort Collins, 
Colo. Patent 5,030,035. 

K. Clark Christensen, Center- 
ville; Neal Davis II, Katy, Texas; 
and Michael Nuzzolo, Salt Lake 
City. Water-wettable drilling mud 
additives containing uintaite. As- 
signed to Chevron Research Co., 
San Francisco. Patent 5,030,365. 

Gail L. A. Bowers-Irons, Salt 
Lake City, and John R. Pease, 
Kearns. A method of leaching se- 
lected metal compounds from inte- 
grated circuits. Assigned to Tech- 
nical Research Inc., Salt Lake City. 
Patent 5,030,425, 
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Biomining of gallium and germani- 
um containing ores. Assigned ta 
Technical Research Inc. Patent 
5,030,426. 

Errol P. EerNisse, Salt Lake 
City. Mounting structure for crys- 
tal resonator. Assigned to Quartz- 
tronics Inc., Salt Lake City. Patent 
5,030,876. 

John C. Clegg, Provo. Means for 
preventing damage to electronic 
ballasts as a result of failure of gas 
discharge lamps. Assigned to 
Brigham Young University, Provo. 
Patent 5,030,892. 

Paul D. Israelsen, North Logan. 
Method and apparatus for vector 
quantizer parallel processing. As- 
signed to Utah State University 
Foundation, Logan. Patent 
5,031,037. 

Robert T. Short, Salt Lake City; 
Craig K. Rushforth, Kaysville; and 
Zhenhun Xie, Salt Lake City. De- 
coder for added asynchronous bit 
sequences. Assigned to Unisys 
Corp., Blue Bell, Pa. Patent 
5,031,173. 

Paul D. Wightman, Logan. Bot- 
tle rack or similar article.. Design 
patent 317,990. 

Donald E. Moriarty, Orem; Ev- 
erett Mok, Valinda, Calif.; and 
April S. Moriarty, Orem. Multipur- 
pose vehicle. Assigned to Futura 
Propulsion Systems, Mission 
Viejo, Calif. Design patent 
318,031. 

Donald E. Moriarty, Orem, and 
Everett Mok, Valinda, Calif. Pick- 
up truck. Assigned to Futura Pro- 
pulsion Systems. Design patent 
318,034. 

Curt G. Bingham and William T. 
Dalebout, Logan. Exercise cycle. 
Assigned to Proform Fitness Prod- 
ucts Inc. Design patent 318,086. 


